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The Rising co.
Home to a dozen local brands, 
Downtown Oceanside’s coastal 
community hub has endured the 
pandemic by shifting to serve the 
community.

Story by Lola Sherman and Kristin Forbes / Photos by Gumaro Escarcega

W
oven wall plates and potted plants, handmade shoes and leather 
bags — those are just a few of the well-crafted goods available 
from the artisan merchants who make up the The Rising Co. 

community cooperative, 332 S. Coast Highway
There are also rivet setter and stamp setter machines at the Make 

+ Do Bar, where customers can create personalized gifts and leather 
items.

The store provides display space for a baker’s dozen of different 
local brands selling everything from lip balm to sustainable fashion 
textiles. Included are books on surfing for $25 to $75 and gold-filled 
rings for $19 and lots of other jewelry, much of it naturally sourced 
and inspired. There are pillows and ponchos and crystals and wooden 
spoons. 

Julie Ellis, creator of Oceanside’s iconic handmade bag and 
accessory line, Rais Case, leads and helps run the place.

She said The Rising Co. is owned by three couples: Julie and Grant 
Ellis, Rob and Jamie Riese, and Steve and Cindy Blumkin.

Operating in a co-op format, The Rising Co. enables local merchants 
to split rent, shifts and expenses.

Each merchant donates up to a day a week minding the coastal 
community hub, which also includes a coffee shop, a seasonal resident 
artist, ample outdoor space for community events and a co-work loft.

In addition to Rais Case, The Rising Co. is currently home to Adobe 
by Jess Vargas, Mar Y Lana, Wild Habit, Ornamental Plant Boutique, 
Raum Goods, The Nada Shop, Feather 4 Arrow, Soul Shapers, Indigo 
Sun Crystals, This Little Light and Mr. B’s Necessities, plus Seaborne 
Coffee and seasonal brand Amuse Society through December.

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 17

SHOP LOCAL 
OCEANSIDE
 
This holiday season, 
participate in Shop Local 
Oceanside, a new shopping 
program funded by Oceanside 
Economic Development 
to safely support our 
Downtown Oceanside 
small businesses during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Created in conjunction 
with the Oceanside Small 
Business Grants awarded 
to Downtown businesses by 
MainStreet Oceanside from 
city Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act funding, this 
socially distanced MainStreet 
program will run from Friday, 
Nov. 20-Sunday, Dec. 20, 
2020. Support participating 
local businesses safely and 
early in store and online by:

• Shopping with our   
 new digital coupon   
 book.
• Entering our social   
 media contests and  
 giveaways. 
• Attending in-store
 socially distanced 
 events as permitted  
 by the County of San 
 Diego Health Order.
• Enjoying the Downtown  
 Oceanside window   
 decorations.

The ’Tis the Season Window 
Decorating Contest will be 
returning this holiday season 
from Dec. 1-31. Learn more 
at Shoplocaloceanside.com.
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NOV. 20-DEC. 20, 2020

Online coupon book 
Social media giveaways
In-store socially distanced events
Holiday window decorating contest 
Merry Makers Fair

Shoplocaloceanside.com

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SAFELY 

AND 
EARLY!

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SAFELY 

AND 
EARLY!
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The couples bought the building, a 1930s gas station 
most recently occupied by SoCal Bike Shop, in October 
2019. After a sophisticated, nonstop transformation, the 
c0-op, which had started in Flower Hill and then operated 
for four years in South Oceanside until September 
2019, opened on Dec. 21 as The Rising Co. in Downtown 
Oceanside. 

Business was going pretty good, even exceeding 
expectations — until mid-March, when the co-op, along 
with all other nonessential businesses in the state, was 
required to close its physical doors. 

Overcome with the feeling Rais Case should create 
masks, Ellis quickly shifted focus and began sewing them 
late into the night, first for local hospital workers and 
soon after for sale to the community, donating a mask for 
each mask purchased. True to the brand’s DIY spirit, Rais 
Case also created a Make+Do Mask Kit for sewing face 
masks at home, which, along with a wide variety of locally 
made face masks and bandanas, are still available on 
raiscase.com. All Rais Case face covering hold true to the 

brand’s high quality standard. 
In mid-April, The Rising Co. launched an online store 

at risingco.co with offerings from many of the co-op’s 
merchants. Seeking to provide essential services to the 
community, the co-op hosted local grower and Oceanside 
Morning Farmers Market vendor J.R. Organics Farm in 
their parking lot regularly while MainStreet Oceanside’s 
Farmers Market was closed. 

Since reopening June 1, The Rising Co. has been 
dedicating their parking lot to socially distanced 
community workouts. Seaborne Coffee has also opened 
at the community co-op, serving coffee daily in The Rising 
Co. Gallery and from a walk-up window in the picture-
perfect mural on the south side of the building. 

All of these efforts have helped The Rising Co. keep 
their doors open and keep their team together.

The Rising Co. is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Friday-Saturday. Seaborne Coffee is open Monday-Thursday 7 
a.m.-5 p.m., Friday-Saturday 7 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sunday 7 a.m.-5 p.m. 
You can also shop many of the co-op brands online at risingco.co.

Continued from page 5

Eat  |  Play  |  Shop
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Oceanside 
small 
business 
grants
Through a partnership 
with the City of 
Oceanside, MainStreet 
Oceanside and the 
Oceanside Chamber 
of Commerce have 
awarded over 90 
grants to Oceanside 
small businesses.

Story by Marlena Medford 

A few years ago, Juan Velasco and his 
wife, Anastasia, took a leap of faith 
when they bought a struggling hair 

salon, Slight Edge. They worked hard to 
turn the tides, and the risk paid off. Today 
it’s a staple of South Oceanside.

Continued on page 13
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AxeVentures

B-Bilingual

Coastal Music Studio

California Surf Museum 

Chic Beads

101 Bagels and Subs Alfredo’s Mexican Food

Bliss Tea & Treats

Carla & Linda’s Walking Food Tours

Cigar Grotto 

Dija Mara

Eat  |  Play  |  Shop

Apollo Depot
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Massage World The Miller’s Table

Flowers by Azalea

Miss Kim’s by TBG

Ikigai ArtifactsHypeLife Brands

The Green Room Pilates

Gypsy Soul Dreaming

Flourish + Live Well

The Hair Parlour

First Contempo Insurance

Fat Joe’s O’side

Northern Pine Brewery

Eat  |  Play  |  Shop

Oceanside 
Small 
Business 
Grants
 
MainStreet Oceanside has 
awarded Oceanside Small 
Business Grants funded by 
the City of Oceanside to 
49 Downtown Oceanside 
businesses. The 
Oceanside City Council 
approved a spending plan 
for COVID-19-related 
CARES funding, which 
included $100,000 for 
grants to Oceanside 
small businesses. City of 
Oceanside partnered with 
MainStreet Oceanside 
and the Oceanside 
Chamber of Commerce 
to disburse the funds 
to eligible Oceanside 
businesses. MainStreet 
managed a grant program 
for Downtown Oceanside 
businesses, and the 
Chamber of Commerce 
managed a citywide grant 
program for businesses 
outside of the MainStreet 
District. Independently 
owned businesses 
engaged in retail sales 
and consumer/business 
services located in 
Oceanside that had been 
mandated by government 
action or decree to 
close or significantly 
alter their business 
activity due to COVID-19 
were eligible to receive 
grant funds. Grants 
ranging from $1,000 to 
$5,000 were awarded 
based on business type 
and financial impact 
of COVID-19 to the 
Downtown businesses 
listed on pages 13 and 14. 
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101 Bagels and Subs

Alfredo’s Mexican Food

Apollo Depot

Asher Sports Therapy 

AxeVentures 

B-Bilingual

Bellezza Beauty Salon

Bliss Tea & Treats

Breakfast Club Diner 
California 

California Surf Museum

Carla & Linda’s Walking 
Food Tours

Chic Beads

Cigar Grotto
Continued on page 14Continued on page 15

“We took something that wasn’t working and turned it into something 
positive,” Velasco said. “The community helped us build an anchor here, and 
we were on a strong upswing.”

But all that came crashing down in early March as COVID-19 shuttered 
businesses across the nation. For mom-and-pop shops like Slight Edge, the 
pandemic has put them in peril.

“Looking my staff in the eyes to tell them they no longer have a place to 
work was one of the hardest things I’ve had to do,” Velasco said. “We’re like 
a big family, so it was devastating.”

The salon would have been forced to shut down permanently had it 
not been for a small business grant from the City of Oceanside through the 
Oceanside Chamber of Commerce. Velasco said the aid has been nothing 
short of a lifeline.

“We were days away from closing our salon permanently,” Velasco said. 
“This grant has given us a fighting chance to stay open.”

The grant money is available thanks to emergency aid from the federal 
government’s Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. In 
August, the Oceanside City Council approved a spending plan for the federal 
funds, which included $100,000 for grants to small businesses and a promise 
of more aid to come.

Continued from page 10
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Vital Climbing Gym

Whitlock Industries

Oceanside Jewelers

Oceanside Athletic ClubOceanShine Salon and Day Spa

Petite Madeline Bakery and Bistro, Inc.

Rim Talay

Venetos Cucina Italiana

Weddings and Travel

Poinsettia Center for the Arts (Star Theatre)

Oceanside Village Massage

Continued from page 13

Coastal Music Studio

Dija Mara

Elena’s French Crepes 
Cafe

Fat Joe’s O’side

First Contempo Insurance

Flourish + Live Well

Flowers by Azalea

The Green Room Pilates

Gypsy Soul Dreaming

The Hair Parlour

Hispanic Services

HOCOA

HypeLife Brands

Ikigai Artifacts

Illumination Brewing 
(Kilowatt) 

Jitters Coffee

Massage World

The Miller’s Table

Miss Kim’s by TBG

Northern Pine Brewery

Oceanside Alternative 
Medicine

OceanShine Salon and 
Day

Oceanside Athletic Club

Oceanside Jewelers

Oceanside Museum of Art

Oceanside Village 
Massage

Otterlei Gift Shop

Petite Madeline Bakery 
and Bistro, Inc.

Pier View Coffee Co.

Poinsettia Center for the 
Arts (Star Theatre)

Pure Watersports

Rim Talay

Venetos Cucina Italiana

Vital Climbing Gym

Weddings and Travel

Whitlock Industries
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Oceanside Museum of Art

“Our local businesses have been hit hard 
by this pandemic with regard to closures and 
modifications to their operations,” said Scott 
Ashton, CEO of the Oceanside Chamber of 
Commerce, which has been administering grants 
for local eligible businesses.

According to Ashton, the majority of 
applications received by the Chamber have been 
from restaurants, salons, barber shops, health 
care professionals and other personal service 
businesses. More than half of those applicants 
reported a revenue decline of at least 50 percent 
when comparing the first half of 2019 to the same 
period in 2020.

MainStreet Oceanside has also been 
administering the grants, focusing solely on 
helping Downtown Oceanside businesses—such as 
Northern Pine Brewing, a craft beer brewery and 
taproom that was fast becoming a local favorite 
before COVID-19 hit.

“We went from regularly selling out of beer, 
to being completely shut down for months,” said 
co-owner Anne Ortega, who launched the brewery 
with her husband, Aaron, and business partner 
Bobby Parsons in 2017.

After moving here from Idaho, Ortega said 
Oceanside was the perfect place to realize their 
dream of brewing craft beer.

“Downtown Oceanside has always felt like 
home to us,” she said. “The people here are so 
downright friendly. Even though this is a confusing 
and scary time, the community has rallied around 
us. We’ve never felt closer to our community.”

That silver lining gets at the heart of why small 
businesses are such a critical piece of Oceanside. 
Aside from driving revenue, they collectively give 
Oceanside its distinct draw.

“MainStreet Oceanside has worked hard over 
the years to create a downtown that would be an 
attractive destination for residents and visitors 
alike. Our Downtown businesses have played a 
large part in this effort,” said Rick Wright, the 
Executive Director of MainStreet Oceanside.

Ortega said the grant has “meant the world” 
to her and her husband, who are also Oceanside 
residents.

“We’ve talked to business owners in other 
cities, and the support is not there to the same 
level, so we’re incredibly thankful to be here in 
Oceanside,” she said.

The City of Oceanside also has a COVID-19 Small Business Loan 
Program. For other resources and Oceanside-specific COVID-19 
information, please visit the City’s COVID-19 webpage. For 
information on temporary relaxed business regulations, please 
visit the City’s Planning webpage.

DISCOVER DOWNTOWN | 15 
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Oceanside 
athletic 
club 
Open five days a week in 
Downtown Oceanside, 
this boxing, Muay Thai 
and fitness gym offers 
classes and personal 
training in and beyond 
the ring.

Story by Lola Sherman 

A
lthough there’s a regulation-size boxing ring 
inside Oceanside Athletic Club, most members 
of the Downtown Oceanside fitness gym 

aren’t there to learn to fight, according to owners 
Chris and Tabitha Newton.

The majority of members come, the Newtons 
said, for the fitness conditioning. 

Chris Newton says that’s what got him 
interested in a gym in the first place — a strong 
desire to make his body more fit.

The Newtons have owned the business only 
since the first of the  year — and a month after 
they opened, the coronavirus epidemic hit. They 
had to close for two months and wondered what 
they’d gotten themselves into.

A friend, Alex Higley, had bought the property 
at 918 Mission Ave. — well-known to many locals 
previously as Oceanside Photo and Telescope. But 
Higley owned another gym as well and found that 
it was too hard trying to run two such operations.  

Continued on page 19
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So he sold one to the Newtons, who changed the name 
from Higley Fit to Oceanside Athletic Club.

Its logo adorns the building and T-shirts as well.
When they reopened, only five original members 

remained, but they’ve built the gym back up so they’ve 
been able to run classes for no more than 20 people at 
a time. Tabitha Newton said classes average about 14 
students. 

“We’re growing and will continue to add classes,” she 
said.

While some work out with floor exercises, others hit 
the heavy bags (functioning sort of like a punching bag but 
hanging more than five feet).  Others will box in the ring — 
20 feet by 20 feet — which Tabitha Newton says is one of 
the few around. 

The club specializes in boxing and Muay Thai, Thai 
boxing which involves the use of legs, elbows, knees and 
shins, as well as fists.

It features classes for 6-13 year-olds and for adults.  
Some teens and parents participate together.   

Tabitha Newton said they enjoy the exercise — 
stretching and a combination that develop muscle 
coordination, strength and speed after having been stuck 
in front of a computer all day. The programs help develop 
them both physically and mentally, she said.

Membership is $99 a month for youth and $120 for 
adults.  

They have access to trainers, among them youth 
coach Bradley Pellos, and weight equipment.

Chris Newton, from the Hemet Valley originally, 
started with an Alex Higley program that he said “really 
changed my life — getting physically fit really changed  
my life.”

“It’s always been 
a sacred part to me,” 
he said.  

Tabitha Newton, 
from Chicago 
originally, spent a 
10-year career in retail 
management and 
marketing.  But now, 
she said “I’m totally a 
mom and working at 
the gym.” 

The couple’s 
11-month-old 

daughter, Amelia, 
toddles around with her parents.

Oceanside Athletic Club is open from 9 a.m. to noon 
and 4 to 8 p.m. Monday-Thursday and again on Saturday. 
From 9 to 10 a.m. Saturdays, it is a guided open gym to the 
public, and from 10 a.m. to noon, it is a full open gym. 

And other hours can be arranged. “We match the 
client to the coach,” Tabitha Newton said. 

For the Oceanside Athletic Club class schedule and more 
information, go to oceansideathleticclub.com.

Continued from page 17

We’re growing 
and will 
continue to add 
classes.

Eat  |  Play  |  Shop

Photos by Zachury Jury (top) and Lola Sherman (inset)
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The Oceanside Fountain Patio is open 
in support of local businesses. Grab lunch 
to-go at a Downtown Oceanside restaurant 
and enjoy it at the Fountain Patio, located at 
the Civic Center Plaza fountain along Coast 
Highway. The Fountain Patio area is made 
possible through a partnership between 
the City of Oceanside and MainStreet 
Oceanside, and provides monitored and 
sanitized additional outdoor seating for 
Downtown restaurant customers. The 
10-table seating area is open Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., weather 
permitting. For questions or comments, 
contact Michelle Geller, Economic 
Development Manager at mgeller@
oceansideca.org or call 760-435-3351.

Downtown Oceanside PBID 
focuses on safety, cleaning
By Bobbie Mills 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the nonprofit 
Downtown Oceanside Property and Business Improvement 
District (PBID) was formed when renewed interest in 
Downtown Oceanside led millions of dollars of private 
investment commitments to our community. The Downtown 
Oceanside PBID will provide tailored services to meet 
specific needs of the Downtown district. The services 
provided by the PBID will enhance the limited resources and 
efforts of the City of Oceanside to ensure Downtown remains 
economically viable, vibrant and active. 

Through a series of property owner meetings, a survey 
of property owners and an analysis of current property 
conditions, a service plan was developed to meet the 
primary identified needs. The PBID will address the needs 
of security, beautification, capital improvements, economic 
development and advocacy.

The services provided through the PBID are chosen by 
the property owners within the boundaries and customized 
to fit the needs of the district. Services are funded by 
assessment monies received from property owners. 
Assessments are paid to the local government, which in turn 
forwards the funds to the PBID. Funds are managed by the 
PBID Governing Committee (PGC) consisting of property 
owners or designees representing the four assessment 
categories of commercial, public, religious and condo. 

During COVID-19, the immediate focus of the 
Downtown Oceanside PBID is public safety and cleaning 
programs. The PGC is currently working on securing services 
for sidewalk power washing and Downtown security/
ambassadors expected to begin by the end of 2020. 

An ad hoc 
Placemaking and 
Wayfinding Committee 
is focused on more 
tangible and immediately 
visual improvements for 
both locals and visitors. 
A unique landmark 
Oceanside sign and 
color-coded directional 
signage are expected to 
be installed in spring of 
2021. When COVID-19 
restrictions ease, more 
PBID programs, including 
special events, can be 
implemented. 

For more information about the 
Downtown Oceanside Property 
Business Improvement District, 
visit mainstreetoceanside.com/
dtopbid.
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LEARN • CREATE • VOLUNTEER • PURCHASE

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY
Contact Don Myers 

760-439-6200 
1025 S. Coast Highway 

PURCHASE A SEA ANIMAL OR PLANT
Contact Gumaro Escarcega 

760-754-4512 
701 Mission Ave. 

Socially Distanced Mosaic Building Sessions
MAINSTREETOCEANSIDE.COM/ARTTHATEXCITES

2020 Scarecrow and Dia de los Muertos Winners

1st Place 3rd Place2nd Place

1st Place 3rd Place2nd Place

1st Place 3rd Place2nd Place

1st Place 3rd Place2nd Place

RESIDENTS TOP ROW AND BUSINESS BOTTOM ROW
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Farmers 
Market 
vendor

Eat  |  Play  |  Shop

Yasukochi family farms
An Oceanside Morning Farmers Market vendor of going on 
two decades, Yasukochi Family Farms has persevered for 
four generations in Oceanside and beyond.  

Story by Lola Sherman / Photos by Bobbie Mills

S
hoppers at the Oceanside Morning Farmers Market 
experience both local produce and long tradition 
when they buy from Yasukochi Family Farms.
On a recent visit to MainStreet Oceanside’s 

Thursday Farmers Market, some 17 different kinds of 
produce, primarily fresh-from-the-farm vegetables, 
were attracting a constant stream of customers to 
the local farm’s booth, conveniently situated at the 
eastern end of the market, right in front of St. Mary, 
Star of the Sea Catholic Church at Pier View Way and 
Ditmar Street. 

Jesus Avila, manning the booth, said business 
may be “a little bit slower, but not too much different” 
since the days before the coronavirus pandemic shut 
down the market for 10 weeks.

It reopened May 21 with specific rules about social 
distancing and hand washing.

Only about three-quarters of the usual 80 vendors 
are on site, but Yasukochi has been one of them all 
along.

Its selection included tomatoes, strawberries, 
corn, arugula, blue lake beans, cilantro, zucchini, sweet 
Japanese cucumbers, Japanese eggplant, artichokes, 
bok choy, romaine lettuce, yellow and red peppers, 
broccoli, white corn, celery and watermelon.

Avila, originally from Michoacan, Mexico, said 
he has worked for Yasukochi for 30 years and at the 
market for 18 years.

“We’re here every Thursday — rain or shine,” 
he said.

Donal Yasukochi, co-owner of Yasukochi Family 
Farms, said in a phone interview that much of the 
produce comes from 50 acres of family farms in 
Oceanside, Carlsbad and Fallbrook. Winter produce, 
like cauliflower and broccoli, are grown on family 
friend Alan Hayashi’s farm in the Santa Maria area. 

There’s also a collaboration locally with Neil 
Nagata, Yasukochi’s first cousin, at Nagata Brothers 
Farms, a grower of blueberries.  

Locally, Yasukochi tradition goes back nearly a 
century.  

“The Yasukochi Family Farms story is one of 
strength and perseverance,” its website states.

In 1929, the family, who had been farming in 
Orange County since 1908, was drawn to the San 
Luis Rey Valley. During World War II,  it was uprooted 
and sent, with more than 100,000 other Americans 
of Japanese descent, to an internment camp, in 
their case, to Poston, Ariz., but friends and business 
associates managed to keep the land going.

Donal Yasokuchi is the third generation to lead 
the business — and a fourth generation of children — 
Britinee, Brianne, Brent and Brad — is active as well.  
No, Yasukochi said, there’s no fifth generation — yet.

The business sells 
primarily at farmers 
markets — going as far 
afield as Chula Vista and 
Hollywood.

It’s been at the 
Oceanside market for 
more than 20 years.

During the 
pandemic, when the 
markets were closed, 
Yasukochi delivered 
boxes of produce to 
organizations serving 
needy families as well as 
to area CSA customers. 

The business 
continues to offer boxes 
of a week’s supply of 
13-15 produce items to 
subscribers at a  cost 
of $25 for a box with 
contents to serve one to 
two persons or $35 for 
three to five people.

Details can be found on yasukochifamilyfarms.com, 
along with Chef Jodi recipes. 

The Oceanside Morning Farmers Market is open every Thursday 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. in Downtown Oceanside on Pier View Way, on both east 
and west sides of North Coast Highway between Ditmar and Tremont 
streets to accommodate social distancing requirements and safety 
protocols. Parking is available at Civic Center Plaza and the recently 
constructed SALT Apartments parking garage at 371 N. Cleveland St.
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